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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

THE ARTS EDUCATION IN MARYLAND SCHOOLS ALLIANCE

MARYLAND SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE 
IN ARTS EDUCATION AWARD 
 

MEMORANDUM
 
DATE: 	 OCTOBER, 2011
 
TO: 		 MARYLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 EDUCATION PRACTITIONERS, REPRESENTATIVES, & AFFILIATES
 
FROM: 	 ARTS EDUCATION IN MARYLAND SCHOOLS ALLIANCE
 
RE: 	             MARYLAND SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE IN ARTS EDUCATION AWARD    
                                                
     The Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance is pleased to provide the MARYLAND SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE IN ARTS EDUCATION AWARD (MSEAEA) nomination materials for the 2011-2012 School Year.  Previous winners/recipients of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts School of Excellence Award in Arts Education and the John F. Kennedy National School of Distinction Award are not eligible to compete for the MSEAEA. The MSEAEA is designed to recognize and honor individual public schools for their excellent arts education programs and for providing a creative learning environment for outstanding student achievement. The awards program provides an opportunity to illustrate students’ and schools’ success stories, to celebrate America’s rich and diverse cultures, and to garner local, state, and national media coverage for award winners.  
     Attachment “MSEAEA Nomination Packet” includes: “MSEAEA Nomination Form”, “Guidelines for Nomination”, “Description of Outstanding Arts Program Nomination Questions”, “Nomination Checklist”, and “The Video Consent and Release Form”.  Eligibility requirements for consideration are included. Samples of exemplary programs are available upon request. AEMS Alliance invites multiple nominations and intends to build support for high-quality, systemic arts education for all Maryland schoolchildren by recognizing eligible individual public schools that provide an arts rich learning environment for students.
  
Please return required nomination documents by the postmarked deadline of February1, 2012.

Thank you!

The Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance


The AEMS Alliance is a Member of the Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education Network
175 W. Ostend Street, Suite A-3  Baltimore, Maryland 21230
  410.783.2367 voice  410.783.0275 fax 
 www.aems-edu.org
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THE ARTS EDUCATION IN MARYLAND SCHOOLS ALLIANCE

MARYLAND SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE IN ARTS EDUCATION AWARD

MARYLAND STATE NOMINATION FORM
               SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE AWARD



Nominated Maryland Public School

School Name ______________________________________________________________________

Principal_______________________________ School District ______________________________

School Address_____________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________State________ Zip________

Phone______________ Fax ______________ Principal’s E-mail _____________________________

Grade Levels ______________

Magnet School: Yes____No____                                          Integrated Arts School: Yes____No_____

Publicity Contact (Name, Number, E-mail)_______________________________________________

Information Regarding Person Submitting Nomination

Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Title______________________________________________________________________________

Organization/School_________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________ State_______________ Zip___________

Phone____________________ Fax_________________ E-mail______________________________


Please return this form with checklist, release form, related materials and completed nomination questions to:

The AEMS Alliance, 175 W. Ostend Street, Suite A-3   Baltimore, Maryland 21230

                                                     Postmarked Deadline: February 1, 2012


Fax: 410-783-0275       Phone: 410-783-2367      www.aems-edu.org    
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GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATION
	Maryland Schools of Excellence in Arts Education Award (MSEAEA)
The MSEAEA Program provides an important outlet for expanding recognition of the role individual public schools play in providing a creative learning environment for outstanding student achievement. This awards program provides a platform for the Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance to highlight and honor public schools that have developed exemplary arts education programs. The MSEAEA recognizes Maryland public schools at the elementary, middle and high school levels that have done an outstanding job of making the arts essential to the education of their students.  

The MSEAEA is presented to individual Maryland public schools that have arts education programs that include the following characteristics: 

1. The school should have a balanced arts curriculum demonstrating that arts education is an essential component of the school’s program: 
· Music, visual arts, and/or dance or theatre taught as specific disciplines, and 
· The arts integrated into other curricular areas. 
2.  The school should use creative approaches to teaching and learning, provide imaginative and creative learning environments for teaching the arts, and display that the arts are critical and essential to a high-quality education.  
3.  The school should provide opportunities for parental involvement in the educational careers of the students through hands-on, creative, interactive, arts-based activities. 
4. The school should provide students with various opportunities for learning about other cultures through the arts.   
5.  The school should provide community connections that build value and respect for the school by offering students diverse experiences beyond the classroom.  (Students have opportunity to attend artistic events in the community and/or community artists and artistic venues provide programs at the school and/or technology used to make use of arts education resources).
Recipients of the MSEAEA will be chosen by the AEMS Alliance Awards Committee. Selected schools will be honored and will have the opportunity to showcase their school’s arts program during the 2012 AEMS Alliance Cultural Arts for Education Conference. There they will receive a publicity banner, plaque, as well as ceremonial honors. Media coverage will be distributed statewide. No more than 3 Maryland public schools will be awarded the 2011-2012 MSEAEA. 


 
Nominations should be submitted (by the postmarked deadline of February 1, 2012) to the AEMS Alliance using the forms provided. Nominees may be identified by the following methods: 

· Letter of recommendation from a representative of a parent group, PTA, honor society or similar organization, or a school administrator. A teacher, school principal, or other administrator familiar with the curriculum may submit the nomination to the AEMS Alliance.

· Nominations must include 1 digital video and up to ten digital photographs showing examples of student work, exhibits, class activities, and/or performances that demonstrate an exemplary arts education program. 
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Maryland Schools of Excellence in Arts Education Award

NOMINATION QUESTIONS
Description of Outstanding Arts Program

Please complete on separate pages, not necessary to exceed (4) pages in length.  Font size should be no smaller than 11 point type and margins should be no less than 1 inch.

1. Please provide a brief description of how arts education is an essential component of your school’s curriculum. Are the arts integrated with several subject areas or taught as specific subjects?  Please provide a list of classes using the attached Arts Class Form.  In the columns for each entry, indicate whether the class is taught during the school day or before/after school, how frequently the class is taught per week or month, and whether the class is required or an elective.  Also, please provide information about the roles and numbers of arts specialists by completing the following table:

Total numbers of Arts Teachers in the School

                    Number Employed Full-time              Number Employed Part-time 

Dance         ______________________________                 _______________________________ 

Music         ______________________________                 _______________________________ 

Theatre       ______________________________                 _______________________________ 

Visual Art   ______________________________                _______________________________

2. Explain how the nominated school creates and uses creative approaches to learning and provides appropriate learning environments for teaching the arts. 

3. Please give specific examples of the opportunities provided for parental involvement in the educational careers of the students through hands-on, creative, arts-based activities.

4. How does this school provide students opportunities for learning about other cultures through the arts?

5. How does this school link arts education to the community and provide community connections that offer students diverse experiences beyond the classroom?  Describe community arts events that come into the school, as well as events outside the schools that students attend.

6. Please provide whatever academic ranking(s) is/are available that serve as testimony to how your students are achieving in comparison to other students in the district, state, and nation. Include information about your enrollment and school demographics.  Please be specific.  The comparison of your students to others in your state is of particular interest.
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    (The following table has been created for your convenience and may be attached to your narrative.)


ARTS CLASSES 
(Music, Visual Art, Theater, Dance)

	Course       
       Course Name                 Time of Instruction           Frequency of Class           Elective or Regular


	If Necessary, Also
      indicate discipline
      (Music, Visual Art, 
      Theater or Dance)
      for clarification
	
Instructional Day (ID)
Before School (BS)
After School (AS)
	
   ___ X  a Week (W)
   ___ X  a Month (M) 
   ___ X  a Semester (S)
	
Elective (E)

Regular (R)
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The AEMS Alliance
THE ARTS EDUCATION IN MARYLAND SCHOOLS ALLIANCE
175 W. Ostend Street, Suite A-3
Baltimore, MD 21230
410 783 2367

Video & Picture Consent and Release

I hereby consent to the use of SCHOOL’S NAME video and digital image submissions for the 2011 Maryland Schools of Excellence in Arts Education Award Nomination Materials to be used for educational, informational, developmental, promotional, and archival purposes.  I hereby discharge the AEMS Alliance and its licenses, assignees, and contractors from any and all claims and demands arising out of or in connection with the use of the aforementioned digital content.  In addition, I hereby discharge the Arts Education in Maryland Schools Alliance and its licenses, assignees and contractors from any and all claims and demands arising out of or in connection with the use of the aforementioned digital content.

Signed ____________________________________________Date________________

School Official’s Title____________________________________________________

Name of School ________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

            ________________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________________________

The AEMS Alliance is a Member of the Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education Network
175 W. Ostend Street, Suite A-3  Baltimore, Maryland 21230
  410.783.2367 voice  410.783.0275 fax 
 www.aems-edu.org
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Maryland Schools of Excellence in Arts Education Award

Maryland State Nomination Checklist

____	Completed Nomination Form

____	Completed Nomination Questions

____	One digital video and up to 10 digital images of students’ work, exhibits, class activities and/or performances.  (Examples of all four major artistic disciplines and arts integration are preferred). Preferred video examples include footage of teaching and learning, in addition to student performance.  (Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Art)

    	Please note: Videos need not be longer than 10 minutes in length.
Please check videos and images to be sure they are working properly before submitting them.
           
____	Video Release Form (The form may be signed by an administrator or person in charge.)

____	Letter from the Principal, which includes a statement regarding the school’s academic ranking as well as the strength of the arts education program.  Principals should also indicate in their letter if they are a member of NAESP (National Association of Elementary School Principals) and/or NASSP (National Association of Secondary School Principals), and/or their state affiliate organizations. (Membership is not required for a school to receive the award.)

____	A paragraph (150-300 words) which could be used for public distribution that provides a summary description of the school’s arts programs.

____    Postmarked Deadline: February 1, 2012



School _____________________________________________________

Person Submitting the Nomination _______________________________
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Maryland Schools of Excellence in Arts Education Award


Documentation includes:
       
· Video work sample: Preferred video examples include footage of teaching and learning, in addition to student performance in all four arts disciplines (Music, Dance, Theatre, and Visual Arts).  The strongest work samples show students being instructed or coached as well as the student performances highlighting all four arts disciplines. Audible teacher-student exchange and performance audio (rather than commercial music accompaniment) is preferred.  Examples of student work, exhibits, class activities and/or performances that demonstrate how arts education has been integrated into the curriculum are favored. Please note: Videos need not be longer than 10 minutes in length. 

· Up to 10 digital images of students’ work demonstrating all four art forms.     




ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

· Responses should align with the numbered questions.  Headings should align with numbered questions. 

· In addition to comments about the school’s arts programs, the letter from the Principal should include a statement regarding the school’s academic ranking. 

· Video Release Form: Required (The form may be signed by an administrator or person in charge.)
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